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TORNADO 
Natural Hazard Community Date Description 
Tornado Holgate 3/29/1906 Two block area damaged. 

Destroyed Mink & Weber 
Store, Many sheds, fences and 
chimneys destroyed. Masonic 
Hall damaged. 4 injuries. 

Tornado Napoleon 5/19/1919 Damage to Fairgrounds 
Tornado Napoleon & 

Freedom 
Twps 

3/28/1920 56 Barns and 24 homes 
destroyed. $500,000 damage. 3 
injuries. 

Tornado Napoleon 
Twp 

5/29/1947  

Tornado Bartlow Twp 6/8/1953 Mother and her 4 children 
killed.  1 injured in Deshler.  
Houses and barns damaged. 
1,000 turkeys killed. 

Tornado Holgate 5/2/1954  
Tornado Marion, 

Pleasant, 
Flatrock & 
Napoleon 
Twps 

5/12/1970 $25,000 in damage 

Tornado Malinta 5/1973 Damaged Trees, overturned 
railroad boxcar 

Tornado Bartlow Twp 6/30/1977 One barn destroyed.  6 migrant 
cabins destroyed. $3,000 
damage. 

Tornado Marion & 
Richfield 
Twps 

5/2/1983 $2,500,000 damage.  Many 
barns and homes destroyed. 

Tornado Napoleon 8/23/1989 $25,000 damage. 
Tornado Napoleon 

Twp 
7/12/1992 $25,000 damage.  Roof blown 

off house. 
Tornado Bartlow Twp 5/25/1994 Tornado touchdowned near 

State Route 18 and Road 5 for a 
short period. 

Tornado Pleasant, 
Flatrock & 
Monroe Twps 

11/11/2002 $10,000 damage.  22 train cars 
knocked off track near Hamler. 

Tornado Pleasant Twp. 6/13/2004 2 barns destroyed and several 
houses damaged. Trees and 
power lines down. 
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SNOW STORM/BLIZZARD 
Natural Hazard Community Date Description 
Blizzard Countywide 1/25/1978 Over 12 inches of snow fell.  

Combined with wind gusts up 
to 45 mph, temperatures of 11 
degrees Fahrenheit and 
snowdrifts 20 feet high.  By 
noon on January 26, Governor 
Rhodes declared the state a 
Civil Defense state of 
emergency.  On January 27, 
1978, the state was declared a 
national disaster area.  The 
southern half of the county was 
without electricity and heat for 
over three days.  Due to the 
continued drifting of roads, it 
took a week to open many of 
the county roads.  US 6 was 
closed for three days.  By 
January 29, 1978, most roads in 
the county were open to one 
lane width.  At least one person 
died in Henry County from the 
storm. 

Heavy Snow Northern Ohio 2/25/1993 $500,000 damage. 4 inches of 
snow 

Extreme Cold Northern Ohio 12/26/1993 $500,000 damage. 
Heavy Snow Northern Ohio 2/25/1994 $50,000 damage. 4-6 inches of 

snow with wind of 20 mph 
gusting up to 45 mph.  County 
roads impassable. 

Heavy Snow Northern Ohio 1/21/1995 $500,000 damage.  7.8 inches in 
Henry County. 

Extreme Cold Northern Ohio 2/11/1995 $100,000 damage. Below zero 
temperatures 

Extreme Cold Northern Ohio 4/4/1995 Record Cold 
Glaze Northern Ohio 4/10/1995 $150,000 damage. 
Extreme Cold Northern Ohio 12/9/1995 $210,000 damage. Cold air and 

wind. 
Extreme Cold Statewide 12/9/1995 $2,000 damage. 1 injured. 
Ice Storm NW Ohio 12/13/1995 $60,000 damage. Snow and 

freezing rain. 
Extreme Cold Northern Ohio 2/2/1996 $3,400,000 damage. Below zero 

temperatures. 
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Heavy Snow Northern Ohio 3/19/1996 $352,000 damage.  6 inches of 
snow with drifting.  30-40 mph 
winds. 

Extreme Cold Northern Ohio 1/10/1997 $195,000 damage. 
Ice Storm NW Ohio 3/13/1997 $200,000 damage. Freezing rain 

with ¼ - ½ inch of ice. 
Glaze Henry County 1/13/1998 4 injured. A combination of 

occasional rain, freezing rain, 
sleet and snow, particularly on 
Tuesday the 13th, caused icy 
roads, bridges, sidewalks and 
other exposed surfaces. Many 
schools were closed. Hospital 
emergency rooms treated 
numerous ice related injuries 
(mostly from slips and falls). 
Even salt trucks had trouble 
negotiating the icy roads - at 
least two of them tipped over. 
This event did not meet winter 
storm criteria 

Heavy Snow Northern Ohio 1/2/1999 7 inches of snow.  Level 2 snow 
emergency. 

Heavy Snow Northern Ohio 3/11/2000 6-8 inches of snow 
Heavy Snow Northern Ohio 12/13/2000 6-8 inches of snow 
Heavy Snow Northern Ohio 12/25/2002 6-8 inches of snow 
Heavy Snow Northern Ohio 2/22/2003 6-8 inches of snow 
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THUNDERSTORM 
Natural Hazard Community Date Description 
High Winds Deshler 3/19/1947 Colwell’s Garage and B&O 

Freight House damaged. 
$1,000’s in damages.  Debris 
blocked Main Street for 24 
hours.  No electricity for 26 
hours. 

High Winds Henry County 4/5/1957  
High Winds Henry County 6/30/1977  
High Winds Henry County 8/27/1978  
High Winds Holgate, New 

Bavaria, 
Hamler 

8/8/1979 Power outages in Holgate and 
New Bavaria.  Trees down in 
Holgate and Hamler. 

High Winds Henry County 5/30/1980 52 knot winds 
Hail Henry County 6/7/1980 1.75 inch hail. 
High Winds Henry County 6/7/1980 65 knot winds 
High Winds Henry County 4/28/1981 2 Barns and some equipment 

damaged 
High Winds Henry County 6/8/1981 Mobile Home destroyed, House 

damaged. 
High Winds Henry County 6/15/1982 Roof taken off barn 
Hail Henry County 5/2/1983 1 inch hail. 
High Winds Henry County 9/6/1983 Trees downed. 52 knot winds 
Hail Henry County 3/28/1985 1.75 inch hail. 
High Winds Henry County 8/14/1985 House fire due to lightning.  

Tress downed. 
High Winds Henry County 5/6/1986  
Hail Henry County 5/17/1986 1.75 inch hail. 
High Winds Henry County 7/12/1986  
High Winds Henry County 7/25/1986 Garage and utility shed 

destroyed. 
Hail Henry County 8/26/1986 0.75 inch hail. 
High Winds Henry County 8/26/1986 Water in Malinta Elementary 

School classrooms 
Hail Henry County 6/8/1987 0.75 inch hail. Power outages 
Hail Henry County 6/29/1987 1 inch hail. 
Hail Henry County 5/9/1988 0.75 inch hail. 
Hail Henry County 8/12/1988 1 inch hail 
High Winds Holgate 6/3/1989 Barn blew down near Holgate 
High Winds Henry County 6/22/1989  
High Winds Henry County 8/5/1989  
High Winds Henry County 3/27/1991  
High Winds Henry County 7/29/1991  
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High Winds Henry County 5/17/1992  
Hail Henry County 6/17/1992 0.75 inch hail. 
High Winds Henry County 6/17/1992  
High Winds Henry County 7/14/1992  
Hail Henry County 7/20/1992 1 inch hail. 
High Winds Henry County 7/20/1992  
High Winds Napoleon 8/31/1993 $50,000 in property damage. 

Tress downed, roof damage at 
house in Napoleon, Local crop 
damage. $5,000 in crop 
damage. 

High Winds Napoleon 6/13/1994 $50,000 in damage. Storm 
caused semi to overturn. 

High Winds Hamler 6/20/1994 62 mph winds 
Hail Hamler 9/25/1994 2 inch hail. $500,000 in 

Property damage and $500,000 
in crop damage. Corn, Soybean, 
Tomato crop damage.  Strong 
wids broke windows, damaged 
siding, roofs and cars. 

High Winds Northern Ohio 11/1/1994 $500,000 in damage. 
High Winds Northern Ohio 11/27/1994 $50,000 in damage. 
High Winds Northern Ohio 11/28/1994 $500,000 in damage. 
High Winds Hamler 4/11/1995 Winds up to 70 mph reported.  

Trees downed. 
High Winds Ridgeville 

Corners 
6/26/1995 $2,000 in damage.  Tree limbs 

and power lines downed. 
High Winds Henry County 7/13/1995 $6,000 in damage. 
Hail Napoleon 7/15/1995 Hail with strong winds 
High Winds Napoleon 7/15/1995 $2,000 in damage. Several trees 

down.  Hail. 
High Winds Henry County 8/17/1995 Large limbs down 
High Winds Northern Ohio 10/5/1995 $80,000 in damage. 
High Winds Northern Ohio 10/24/1995 $25,000 in damage.  Trees and 

power lines down.  Wind gusts 
up to 50 mph. 
 

High Winds Northern Ohio 11/11/1995 $260,000 in damage. Wind 
gusts up to 60 mph.  Trees and 
power lines down. 
 

High Winds Northern Ohio 1/27/1996 Tree limbs and power lines.  60 
mph winds. 
 

High Winds Northern Ohio 2/10/1996 $45,000 in damage.  Wind gusts 
up to 40-60 mph. 
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High Winds Ridgeville 
Corners, 
McClure 

5/9/1996 $20,000 damage.  Power pole 
and trees down.  Barn damaged 
and some roof damage reported 
near Ridgeville Corners. Trees 
Down in McClure. 

High Winds Napoleon 7/24/1996 Trees down. 55 knot winds. 
High Winds Holgate 7/30/1996 50 knot winds. Tree limbs down 
High Winds New Bavaria 10/30/1996 50 knot winds. Trees down 
High Winds Northern Ohio 2/27/1997 $180,000 in damage. Tree limbs 

and power lines down.  
Vehicles damaged. Metal roof 
blown off building in McClure 

High Winds Ridgeville and 
Freedom 
Twps. Liberty 
Center 

5/18/1997 $2,000 in damage.  Collapsed 
grin elevator in Gerald. House 
and garage damaged in Liberty 
Center.  67 mph winds. 

High Winds Hamler, 
Ridgeville 
Corners 

7/8/1997 $4,000 damage.  Trees and 
limbs down. 61 mph winds 
reported. 

High Winds Liberty 
Center, 
Holgate 

3/28/1998 $1,000 damage. Trees down.  
53 knot winds  

High Winds Napoleon 5/31/1998 $35,000 in damage. Power lines 
down in Napoleon. 

Hail McClure 6/27/1998 1 inch hail. 
High Winds McClure 7/21/1998 Trees and power lines down. 

5500 customers out of power 
Hail Napoleon 8/24/1998 0.75 inch hail. 
High Winds Napoleon 8/24/1998 Telephone poles down.  Streets 

in Liberty Center flooded. 
$10,000 in damage. 52 knot 
winds 

High Winds Napoleon 11/10/1998 Trees down 
Hail Ridgeville 

Corners 
5/17/1999 0.75 inch hail. 

High Winds Henry County 5/17/1999 $20,000 damage. Tress and 
power lines down. 

Hail Ridgeville 
Corners 

6/9/1999 1 inch hail. 

High Winds Ridgeville 
Corners 

6/9/1999 Power lines down 

Hail Deshler, 
Malinta 

5/9/2000 1 inch hail. 

High Winds Ridgeville 
Corners, 
Liberty Center 

5/9/2000 Power outage in Liberty Center 
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Hail Holgate, 
Liberty Center 

8/2/2000 1.75 inch hail in Liberty Center, 
0.75 inch hail in Holgate. 

High Winds Napoleon, 
Liberty Center 

8/2/2000 Power outage in Napoleon.  
Tree limbs down in Liberty 
Center. 52 knot winds. 

High Winds Henry County 8/6/2000 Tree limbs down 
High Winds Holgate, 

Liberty Center 
6/12/2001 Trees down 

High Winds NW Ohio 3/9/2002 50-70 mph winds 
Hail Florida, 

Napoleon, 
Okolona 

5/25/2002 1 inch hail in Okolona, 1.25 
inch hail in Florida, 1.75 inch 
hail in Napoleon. 

High Winds Napoleon 7/26/2002 Power lines and power pole 
down north of Napoleon 

High Winds Hamler 11/10/2002 Power outages, Rail cars 
knocked over. Emergency 
management reported a train 
was derailed by high winds 
estimated to be near 80 mph. 
This wind was likely downburst 
winds from the collapse of the 
parent supercell that produce a 
tornado farther west in Henry 
minutes earlier. 

High Winds Napoleon 4/20/2003 $5,000 in damage. Roof blown 
off horse barn.  Tress and 
power lines down.  50 knot 
winds. 

Lightning Liberty Center 5/1/2003 Lightning destroyed barn. 
High Winds Florida 7/6/2003 Tree down.  50 Knot winds 
High Winds Liberty Center 7/8/2003 Power lines down. 50 knot 

winds 
High Winds McClure, 

Liberty Center 
7/20/2003 Trees down.  50 knot winds 

Hail Hamler 8/4/2003 0.75 inch hail 
High Winds Florida 8/26/2003 Tree limbs and power lines 

down.  50 knot winds 
High Winds NW Ohio 11/12/2003 65 mph winds 
High Winds Holgate, 

Napoleon, 
Deshler 

5/23/2004 Tree limbs and power lines 
down. 50 knot winds. 
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FLOOD 
Natural Hazard Community Date Description 
Flood Napoleon 1878 Perry Street bridge in Napoleon 

destroyed by ice flow 
Flood Florida 1893 Florida Bridge destroyed by ice 

flow 
Flood Henry County 3/2/1910 Maumee River crests at 18.8 ft. 
Flood Henry County 3/20/1912 Maumee River crests at 18 ft. 
Flood Napoleon, 

Deshler, 
Hamler, 
Holgate, 
Florida 

3/27/1913 Maumee River crests at 25 ft.  
135 homes in Napoleon are 
damaged.  Napoleon Humane 
Society took care of 150 
families. 

Flood Henry County 2/14/1918 Maumee River crests at 19.5 ft. 
Flood Hamler 1929 Streets flooded 
Flood Henry County 2/28/1936 Maumee River crests at 19.4 ft. 
Flood Henry County 2/16/1950 Maumee River crests at 16 ft.  

East end of Napoleon flooded.  
Several houses in Napoleon had 
water in them. 

Flood Henry County 2/11/1959 Maumee River crests at 19.5 ft. 
Flood Deshler 7/15/1972 4 ½ inches of rain in less than 

one hour in afternoon preceded 
by 2 inches in the morning 
caused streets and basements to 
flood 

Flood Henry County 6/16/1981 Maumee River crests at 13.94 
ft. 

Flood Henry County 3/15/1982 East side of Napoleon Flooded. 
Maumee River crests at 17.54 
ft. 

Flood Henry County 2/26/1985 Maumee River crests at 15.99ft. 
Flood Henry County 1/1/1991 Campgrounds along SR 110, 

Mary Jane Thurston Park, East 
Riverdowns Park, Myerholtz 
Park, Ritter Park flooded. 
Maumee River crests at 17.13 
ft. 

Flood Liberty Center 12/30/1992 2 inch rain.  Maple Street, 
Railroad underpass on Road T 
and Oaks Trailer Court flooded 

Flood Henry County 1/6/1993 Maumee River crests at 13.8 ft.  
Camp sites along State Route 
110 flooded.  Mary Jane 
Thurston Park Flooded. 
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Flood Henry County 2/21/1994 Maumee River crests at 13.1 ft. 
Flood Henry County 4/14/1994 Maumee River crests at 13.2 ft. 
Flood Henry County 6/3/1997 Maumee River crests at13.5 ft. 
Flood Southern 

Henry County 
8/5/1998 Heavy rains cause $150,000 in 

property damage and $50,000 
in crop damage. Southern half 
of the county sustained the 
worst flooding. Many rural 
county roads were washed out 
to some degree with extensive 
damage to lowland agricultural 
farm fields. 

Flood Henry County 1/25/1999 Maumee River crests at 16.75 
ft. Six homes on Catherine 
Drive in Texas damaged. 

Flood Holgate, 
Hamler 

4/20/2000 8 inches of rain flood the streets 
of Hamler and Holgate.  63 
homes in Hamler damaged.  
Holgate has 52 homes damaged 
and 3 destroyed. 

Flood Holgate 3/1/2001 3.7 inches of rain fell in 6 hours 
flooding Holgate.  48 homes 
damaged. 

Flood Henry County 3/15/2003 Maumee River crests at 14.45 
ft. 

Flood Henry County 5/11/2003 Maumee River crests at 13.05 
ft. 

Flood Henry County 6/13/2004 Maumee River crests at 12.8 ft. 
 


